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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

3rd December 2018 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston at 19:00. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Andrea Chapman, Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, Elizabeth Linton, Glyn 

Mathias, Rick McElroy, David Moore, Danny Shah, Steve Toney (Chairman) and Steve 

Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

County Councillor Roger Elkins 

 

District Councillors Ricky Bower and Terry Chapman (both until 19:50) 

 

Four members of the public 

 

ABSENT: 
 

Councillor Christine Bowman 

* * * * * 

 
The following abbreviations may appear in these Minutes: 

 
ADC – Arun District Council;  

BTP – British Transport Police;  

JEAAC – Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee;  
NHS – National Health Service; 

NR – Network Rail;  

SSALC – Sussex and Surrey Associations of Local Councils;  

VHF – East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation;  
WSCC – West Sussex County Council 

 

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:00.   

 

 

906/18 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Toney welcomed those present, led a round of introductions and explained some items of meeting protocol.   

 

 

907/18 FORMER COUNCILLOR, CLIVE MALTBY 

 

Cllr Toney read the following statement: 

 

“Before this evening’s meeting continues, may I ask you all to join me in one minute’s silence in memory of former 

councillor, Clive Maltby, who sadly died on 8th November after a lengthy period of ill health.  

 

“Clive joined the council in May 2007 and provided a great mix of entertainment, thought-provoking comment and 

controversy until ill health forced him to resign in February 2012.  
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“Clive was a second-generation local politician, his father having served in Worthing for many years.  

 

“Politically, Clive took a turn at belonging to several national parties, most recently the English Democrats and UKIP. To 

have died so close to Brexit may be seen as particularly cruel.  

 

“During his time on the council he continued to run his independent travel company. The Clerk can remember a conversation 

with Clive during which he said he was going to start specialising in cheap stag weekends to Prague.  

 

“As a councillor, Clive was strong on not wasting public money, on making sure decisions had been well thought-out and on 

appreciating council officers. Finally, Clive was also responsible for bringing former councillor Carol Ellis on to the council.  

 

“Please join me now in a minute’s silence in memory of Clive; please feel free to stand or remain sitting as you prefer.” 

 

This was followed by one minute’s silence.  

 

 

908/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence had been received and were accepted from Cllr Bowman (unavailable).  

 

An apology had been received from Mr Jack Cogman and Mrs June Phillips. 

 

 

909/18 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

No declarations were made.   

 

 

910/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Agenda Item 10, Matters from previous Full Council meetings – Mrs Wallace read the following statement to the 

meeting: 

 

“Although Cllr McElroy declares a personal interest, why is he still allowed to debate this issue forcibly and lengthily in 

public and in Council, while we are restricted to Question Time? This is surely undemocratic and places the public at a 

disadvantage.  

 

“We have all heard of “lies, damned lies and statistics” and the statistics are not compelling in this case. We appreciate 

electronically recorded footfalls cannot be disputed, but a breakdown of this figure may be revealing. The contradiction of 

the time span was to show how even more meaningless this figure was.  

 

“The Collage is all about community spirit and atmosphere and in the Miller Barn it can be discussed and admired by large 

and small groups of people in a leisurely manner with an opportunity to show it off to visitors.  

 

“First hand comments indicate it has been sorely missed by the many people that use and visit the Hall. There is no denying 

that there are many, although it is noticeable that these numbers were not mentioned.  

 

“The petitions were undeniably revealing with a strong appeal from the President of the WI. The [Collage Reinstatement 

Campaign] CRC has three spokesmen, not members, which are incalculable.  

 

“Far from being in a dark corner, the Collage was positioned in the Miller Barn directly across from the entrance at head 

height in good light and could not be missed. It is shown to advantage on a large plain wall. Just as an example a newcomer 

to the village recently paid a visit to the Library did not even notice it.  

 

“The Collage belongs to the village and should rest in village property where it was intended to be.” 

 

Agenda Item 10, Matters from previous Full Council meetings – Mrs Amoo addressed the meeting on the same topic. 

The discussion about the location of the Millennium Wall-hanging has gone on for a very long time, during which time 

tensions have risen and this situation need not have arisen. The Millennium Wall-hanging is a village asset. Members of the 

Collage Reinstatement Campaign (CRC) have previously shown there is support for the wall-hanging to be returned to the 

Village Hall. Mrs Amoo suggested there be combined talks in the new year between the Parish Council, the Village Hall 

Foundation and the Collage Reinstatement Campaign, with a view to finding a way to return the wall-hanging to the Village 
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Hall for the benefit of the village. As a regular user of East Preston Library, Mrs Amoo is well aware the electronic counter 

cannot discriminate between genuine users of the library and the postman dropping in the post. The time has come to avoid 

continued debate.  

 

 

911/18 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

Cllr Gander responded to Mrs Wallace’s comment about Personal Interests. Cllr Gander said she had chosen not to enter into 

the debate about the Millennium Wall-hanging having declared a Personal Interest. It was not a question of her not being 

allowed to speak. Cllr Gale confirmed that had been her decision too.    

 

 

912/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

County Cllr Elkins started by mentioning a couple of public consultations currently taking place, one on the conversion of 

libraries into community hubs and one or the Adults Services Vision Strategy which is looking at the provision of Adults 

Services in an increasingly pressurised environment. In twenty years’ time, the number of people in the county over the age 

of 65 will increase by 100,000. The County Council wants to keep people as active and engaged as possible. The Strategy 

was looking at how voluntary and community groups can assist. Cllr Gander said this council was trying hard to work as part 

of the NHS Local Community Network in addressing some of the more social needs to local residents.  

 

The Abbeyfield Ferring Society, part of the National Abbeyfield Society, had set up a Dementia Care Group, aiming to cover 

the Littlehampton to Worthing area. The Society hoped to get a minibus to enable it to collect and return customers and also 

for use on outings and shopping trips.  

 

Gatwick Airport was consulting on it Gatwick 3 Master Plan which would see a current emergency runway put into regular 

use. Closing date for this consultation is 10th January. 

 

 

913/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 

 
(Throughout this Minute, Cllr Chapman refers to District Cllr T Chapman not Parish Cllr A Chapman.) 

 

District Cllr Chapman addressed the meeting from the following report: 

 

REPORT TO EPPC 
MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2018 

 
1 I congratulate the Parish Council on the Fireworks and Christmas lights. Thanks are due to all who planned and delivered 
the “Spirit of Christmas to the village. 
 
2 Following my report at the last Full Council meeting on “disengaged youths” in the village I have met with Georgina 
Bouhet head of the Arun anti-social behaviour team. This team is embedded with Sussex police and deals with all aspects of 
anti-social behaviour in Arun District.  
 
I will continue to liaise with her on matters affecting East Preston and the Parish Council might be minded to invite her to 
give a presentation at a future meeting so that Councillors can be better briefed on current issues.  
One casualty of the present situation is that the Tuesday evening Youth Club sessions have had to be abandoned due lack 
of attendance from the age group, fifteen to eighteen years olds for which they were specifically intended. 
 
3 On the issue of the closure of the South Strand public conveniences; a well attended meeting was held on Saturday 1st 
December. The meeting included attendance by the Chairmen of East Preston and Kingston and a Councillor from each 
parish. Also attending were beach chalet owners and representatives of Angmering on Sea and West Kingston residents 
associations. 
 
The meeting was constructive and it was agreed that a Registered Community Benefit Society would be established under 
the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority as would a Management Committee to hold money, contracts and Lease.  
Membership would comprise representatives of the beach chalet owners, Parish Councils, residents associations and other 
village bodies. There will be a further meeting in January to finalise the details of this body. 
 
In the meantime I will be working on expected costs for day to day maintenance and dilapidations and hence establishing 
the extent of required funding and the source of those funds. 
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4 Cases arising from the  Civilian Military partnership so far this year in Arun have been, 1 employability, 4 housing, 1 
housing repair, 1 disabled facilities, 1 funeral costs, 2 mobility and 2 multiple needs. Liaison with Arun District Council, Royal 
British Legion, SSAFA and other service charities has been excellent. 
 
SSALC agreed at our last CMP Board meeting that they would take responsibility for liaison with Parish Councils in matters 
of local interest. 
 
This is to be welcomed and as a Council you have been proactive and undertaken the appropriate training so it won’t stop 
me briefing you directly on local matters. 
 
5 I think that is probably enough for tonight and if members have questions then I will answer through the Chairman. 
 

Cllr Chapman added the ADC Overview Select Committee was meeting at the same time as this meeting to consider the 

Arun Strategy on Homelessness. Cllr Chapman described homelessness as “a hugely corrosive condition for anybody.” 

There was currently an “alarmingly high level of homelessness” in Arun. ADC continued to work on increasing the number 

of council properties available, but the problem was great.  

 

In response to a question, Cllr Chapman said he was still in correspondence with the Chairman of the VHF, Mr Melser, on 

the matter of excessive cleaning charges within the hire contract.  

 

Cllr Chapman ended by wishing everyone present a happy Christmas and thanking them for their contribution to the village 

over the past year.  

 

The Clerk read the following email he had received, “Dear Simon. I don’t think I can get to the meeting but will if I can but 

is it possible to submit a comment? I’d like to thank Cllr Terry Chapman in particular and the EP Parish Council for listening 

to the concerns about the proposed closure of the South Strand toilets and for working to salvaging the situation. Regards, 

June Phillips”. Cllr Chapman thanked the Clerk and Mrs Phillips for her comments.  

 
(Mrs Amoo and Mrs Wallace left the meeting at this point.)  

 

District Cllr Bower said, looking at the wider Arun picture, there was a strange leaflet circulating attempt to promote a 

response to the A27 Consultation Highways England would need to take into consideration. The further, non-statutory 

Highways England consultation on the A27 was to be launched in Spring 2019.  

 

Cllr Elkins responded he had attended a Highways England A27 forum with representatives from affected town and parish 

councils. The meeting seemed to have been to ensure the right people and councils were involved and a further meeting 

would be held. As already stated, the further consultation exercise will be launched in Spring 2019 with a preferred route 

announcement due in Summer 2019.  

 

The ADC Development Control Committee had passed the Angmering Planning Application which included provision for a 

school, now known as Mayflower Park School. It was now the responsibility of WSCC to bring this to fruition.  

 

In response to a question about the topic of “pedestrian safety” as a justification for not implementing a westbound slip-road 

into the village at the junction of the A259 and A280, Cllr Chapman expressed his concern the implementation of a 

pedestrian crossing at the north-eastern end of Old Worthing Road would push parking both closer to the junction with the 

A259 and closer to the Roundstone Level Crossing. This would introduce even greater safety hazards than were already in 

place. Cllr Chapman said it was impossible to challenge this part of the proposal until the details of proposed parking 

restrictions were known but pressure should be maintained on WSCC to justify further its decision not to provide a 

westbound slip-road.  

 

Finally, the Clerk advised the meeting the council’s tax base for the year was increasing from 2761 to 2797. 

 
(District Cllrs Bower and Chapman left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

914/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5TH NOVEMBER 2018 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 7th November asking for comments by 19th November.  

 

1261 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 5th 

November. 
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This action was completed.  

 

 

915/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment: 
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Nothing was added.  

 

 

916/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for November 2018 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  

 

1262 The council RESOLVED to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2018/19, value £17,189.16 (excl. 

VAT).  

 

1263 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for November 2018, totalling 

£8,645.41 (incl. VAT).  

 

1264 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for November 2018 totalling 

£13,057.94 (incl. VAT).  

 

1265 The council RESOLVED to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, showing 

£278,841.34 (incl. VAT) for the financial year ending 31st March 2019.  

 

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliations to 14th November 2018.  

 

The council NOTED the to-date Income & Expenditure Summary for 2018/19. 

 

The Chairman thanked the council’s Book-keeper, Mrs Khoo, for her work on the above reports. 

 

 

917/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As Chairman of the Amenities Committee respectively, Cllr McElroy said he and the Locum Assistant Clerk, Andy Beams, 

had agreed on the purchase of solar lights for the Multi-Use Games Area at Lashmar Rec. These had been ordered and would 

be installed as soon as possible.  

 

The council had received an application for a carol-singing event on the Village Green later in the month. This was from the 

vicar of St Mary the Virgin, and was a properly-completed form together with the standard £300 damage deposit cheque. 

There were a couple of questions which needed to be answered but he personally had no concerns about the event.  

 

Chairman of the Audit & Governance Committee, Cllr Mathias said the committee was due to meet on 10th December.  

 

Cllr Linton, as Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee, said the committee had had an initial review of the 

successful East Preston Christmas Celebrations event, but a full debrief was scheduled for 17th December to which all 

councillors were invited. In response to a concern raised by a member of the public, via a councillor, Cllr Linton said all 

marshals present had been given maps they could use to redirect any traffic not familiar with the area.  

 

Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Cllr Shah, reported the Village Green car-park appeared to be 

being successful in its objective of paying for itself. This was not the sole objective of charging for use of the car-park. Cllr 

Shah had carried out a review of the council’s Financial Regulations to incorporate the council’s online banking 

methodology. This review had helped highlight the interest rate on one of the council’s bank accounts had dropped 

dramatically, so he and Mrs Khoo were looking at replacement bank accounts to minimise the council’s loss of (interest) 

income.  

 

As Chairman of the Major Events Committee, Cllr Linton said the committee was always likely to be busy. Meetings were 

held bi-monthly, alternating with the Community Engagement Committee meetings. Councillors not on either committee 

were welcome to come along to any meeting of either committee.   

 

Cllr Gander, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, reported she, Cllrs Toney and Gale and the Clerk, had spent nearly four 

hours shortlisting the seventy-plus Assistant Clerk candidates down to five interviewees. Four were being seen on the 4th 

December and one on the 5th.   

 

Cllr Mathias, Chairman of the Planning & Licensing Committee, simply wanted to mention a Planning Application for a 

lovely standalone bungalow in Hillview Crescent, objected to by the council and the Preservation Society, had been passed 

by ADC and this would result in a greatly visually-unimproved property. 

 

 

918/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Mathias reported the Leases Working Party was still waiting for news about the Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club 

lease.  

 

Cllr Wilkinson confirmed the Website Working Party had been closed down by the Community Engagement Committee, 

reported above. Mrs Chaffe had been provided with a number of photographs which may be suitable for providing a rolling 

front screen.  

 

 

919/18 WARREN RECREATION GROUND 
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The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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In response to a question, the Clerk reported cricket had been played on the now Warren Recreation Ground since 1860.  

 

Mr Lemin added cricket was more akin to rounders in 1860 as all bowling was underarm. The game started to change when 

overarm bowling was introduced in 1864. 

 

The meeting AGREED the letter should be considered by the Audit & Governance Committee. That committee would very 

likely invite the Cricket Club to discussions.  

 

 

920/18 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his comprehensive report.  

 

 

921/18 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:  
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922/18 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The Chairman reported the Arun Youth Aqua Centre had a problem in retaining both youth to take part and adults to oversee 

the organisation of the club. If anyone was willing to spare some time, they could do worse than considering volunteering at 

the club. 

 

 

923/18 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (7TH JANUARY 2019) 

 

Responding to a question about how the council allocates representatives to external bodies, the Clerk said the council had 

not been allocated nominated representatives to most organisations for the past few years, but had been sending the most 

appropriate person to a particular meeting. (Full Council, 1st June 2015, Minute 377/15, Resolution 0904) There was possibly scope for 

the Audit & Governance Committee to review and revise this.  

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 20:10 
 

 

 

Chairman: Councillor Steve Toney             Date:    7th January 2019   

                   Councillor Steve Toney 

 

 

 
END 

 

 


