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MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Special Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

25
th
 September 2017 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Christine Barber, Lisa Duff, Joop Duijf (Chairman), Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, 

Elizabeth Linton, Glyn Mathias, Rick McElroy, Danny Shah, Hazel Tester and Steve Toney 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

Assistant Clerk to the Council, Tracy Khoo (Minutes) 

 

 

ABSENT: Councillor David Moore 

* * * * * 

 

Cllr Duijf opened the meeting at 18:30hrs. Cllr Duijf welcomed those present and thanked members  

for attending a Special Meeting of the Council to discuss a new Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) for  

Lashmar Recreation Ground. 

 

 

705/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence had been received from Cllr Moore. 

 

 

706/17 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

None were declared.  

 

 

707/17 PUBLIC SESSION 
 

There were no members of the public present. 

 

 

708/17 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

There were no responses. 
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709/17 MULTI USE GAMES AREA (MUGA) 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 



 

Minutes Page | 3  FINAL Chairman’s Initials: JD 

 

 
The Chairman gave councillors with some background information on how the request  

for a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) had come about:- 
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At their last meeting on 18
th
 September, the Amenities Committee had agreed to go ahead with the MUGA 

project, even if it meant the Council needed to use part or all of their own funds to pay for the MUGA, as 

grants seemed particularly difficult to find in the timeframe.   

 

Cllr McElroy said the Amenities Committee recognised this was a much needed outdoor facility in the village 

and the project had already been greatly delayed from a time before he was on the Council, due to the land 

being owned by Arun District Council.  He explained the Amenities Committee had budgeted £25,000 

towards the MUGA during 2015/16 and 2016/17 which meant £50K was earmarked for the MUGA by the 

beginning of this financial year.  Due to the delay, ADC then informed the council that £50K was probably not 

going to be enough to purchase a decent sized MUGA as ADC’s procurement requirement states that a 10% 

contingency sum must be put aside for any project.  Full Council was then asked to agree a further £20K from 

Council Reserves to increase the budget to £70K which would allow £63K towards the MUGA and a £7K  

contingency sum.  ADC agreed this was a better amount to fund the MUGA. 

 

Cllr Gander said the additional information provided by the Chairman at the meeting was very useful in 

helping councillors make an informed decision on the project. 

 

Cllr Barber asked if the Council voted against funding the project, what would be the outcome.  Cllr McElroy 

said MUGA prices would more than likely increase from the New Year and the tendering process would need 

to start over again.  He said even if the Council applied for grants, there was no guarantee the Council would 

be successful. 

 

Cllr Mathias said he fully supported the MUGA project but was concerned how the project had now 

progressed, whereby the Council could be paying most of the cost of the MUGA, rather than using mainly 

grant funding. 

 

Cllr Shah outlined the original agreement by Full Council was to underwrite £70K for the MUGA project, to 

allow ADC to start the tendering process.  At the time, Full Council was told that it was hoped most, if not all 

the funding would be raised through grants but these could not be applied for until quotes had been received 

and prices were known.  Cllr Shah explained how Full Council was now being asked to fund most, if not all 

the MUGA project as funding was proving difficult and lengthy which would delay the project further.  The 
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added pressure was that the preferred contractor would only hold the price for the Council’s budget until the 

end of October. 

 

After further debate, the Council was asked to consider whether to agree to spend the £70K from the Council’s 

Reserves or to wait until further funding options could be explored.  Councillors were reminded the grant 

application process was very time consuming and could lead to unsuccessful results and officers did not 

necessarily have the time needed to search and then apply for grants.  Some grant decisions were also phased 

and could take up to 6 months before a decision was made.  The Council was informed a Crowdfunding Page 

had already been set up and if the Council gives the go ahead tonight, then this could be updated with the new 

MUGA design and be circulated through Social Media and the Council’s Notices.  A suggestion was made to 

also approach local businesses and traders to see whether they would be prepared to sponsor a part of the 

MUGA. 

 

Cllr Toney proposed to go ahead with a new MUGA for the Lashmar Recreation Ground and for the 

Council to cover the £70K cost for the MUGA by the end of October, regardless of whether any grants 

or other funding had been achieved. 

 

1133 The council RESOLVED to go ahead with funding the total cost of the MUGA at the end of October, 

even if grants or other funding could not be obtained in time.  This would be £63K for the MUGA and 

£7K for ADC’s required contingency sum. 

 

 10 councillors voted in favour of the Council financing the MUGA and 2 councillors abstained. 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 6.55pm. 
 

 

 

 

Chairman:  Cllr Joop Duijf   Date:    2
nd

 October 2017   

 

 

 
END 


