
 

Minutes Page | 1  FINAL Chairman’s Initials: JD 

 

 

 
 

Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

5th December 2016 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Christine Barber, Lisa Duff, Joop Duijf (Chairman), Barbara Gale, Pat Gander,  

Paul Kelly, Elizabeth Linton, Glyn Mathias, Rick McElroy, David Moore, Danny Shah,  

Hazel Tester and Steve Toney 

 

ALSO: 

 

 

Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

Arun District Councillors Ricky Bower, Terry Chapman and Mike Clayden (all until 19:30) 

 

Mrs C Amoo (until 20:00), Ms K Frost and Mrs J Wallace 

 

* * * * * 

 

Cllr Duijf opened the meeting at 19:00. Cllr Duijf reminded those present of some protocols for the meeting.   

 

 

865/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

All councillors were present.  

 

An apology was received from County Cllr Peter Evans. 

 

 

866/16 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

Agenda Item 15c – Millennium Wall-hanging Working Party – Cllr McElroy declared a Personal Interest in 

these items as his wife is a member of the Village Hall Foundation committee; the wall-hanging had previously 

always been displayed in the Village Hall.  

 

Agenda Item 15c – Millennium Wall-hanging Working Party – Cllrs Gale, Gander and Tester declared a 

Personal Interest in this item as all are members of Women’s Institute branches in the village; the wall-hanging 

had been created by members of the Women’s Institute.  

 

 

867/16 PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Agenda Item 15a – Christmas Celebrations Working Party – Mrs Celeste Amoo commended the council on 

its Christmas Celebrations event on 26th November. Mrs Amoo had spoken to many people who had thoroughly 

enjoyed the event. Mrs Amoo was also pleased to report she had counted eight councillors present, a figure she 

felt was a record.     
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Agenda Item 15c – Millennium Wall-hanging Working Party – Mrs Jennifer Wallace reported the Collage 

Reinstatement Campaign was continuing to collect signatures from people who wished to see the Millennium 

Wall-hanging reinstated in the Village Hall complex. Previous signatories were still expressing disbelief the wall-

hanging had yet to be reinstated. Mrs Wallace reminded the meeting the first bulletpoint on the council’s Code of 

Conduct, signed by councillors upon taking office, was “holders of public office should act solely in terms of the 

public interest. They should not do so in order to gain financial or other material benefits for themselves, their 

family, or their friends.” Mrs Wallace ended by questioning if the Village Hall Foundation committee was still 

intransigent, why could it not so easily put this right for everybody? 

 

 

868 /16 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

Agenda Item 15a – Christmas Celebrations Working Party – Cllr McElroy reinforced Mrs Amoo’s comments 

by saying he had seen many people helping out with the Christmas Celebrations event. He himself had been 

unable to help due to work and family commitments. Well done to everyone involved.    

 

 

869/16 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

County Cllr Evans had sent his apologies for this meeting. 

 

 

870/16 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 

 

District Cllr Chapman reported on the following matters: 

 

The latest phase of the District Council’s 2020 Vision project is the management restructuring as a consequence 

of which the number of Directors will reduce from four to three in early 2017. These will be Philippa Dart 

(Director Services), Karl Roberts (Director Place) and Paul Wartens (Director Transformation). The Director 

Transformation post will cease in early 2018, leaving just two directors. Selections had been held for the new 

Group Heads reporting to the new substantive Director posts with effect from 1st April. All but one of these new 

posts had been filled.  

 

A Cabinet meeting was to be held on 12th December. Items of interest to East Preston were a recommendation to 

extend the council’s contract with Age UK until 31st March 2018, a year’s extension. Implicit in this was services 

currently centred in Littlehampton would be dispersed to a number of local communities, which would make 

them more accessible for people without their own transport.  

 

Also of interest to East Preston residents at that meeting was a recommendation to replace existing Designated 

Public Place Orders with Public Spaces Protection Orders which would enable current controls on removal of 

alcohol to be maintained as well as adding new powers under the Anti Social Crime and Policing Act 2014. The 

Act conferred on offices discretionary powers to move on anyone engaged in anti-social behaviour or believed 

likely to engage in anti-social behaviour. This was following the recent public consultation in which 85% of 

respondents had been in favour of the Public Spaces Protection Orders for the centres of Bognor Regis and 

Littlehampton.  

 

Cllr Chapman ended by thanking the council for having arranged so many attractions to celebrate his birthday on 

26th November. It had been lovely to be out and about in the village seeing so many residents actively enjoying 

themselves. 

 

In response to a question from the Clerk, Cllr Chapman advised the meeting the proposed Dog Order for Ferring 

had been dropped following the same public consultation as the Public Spaces Protection Orders.   

 

District Cllr Bower opened by reporting the good news the Coast 2 Capital Local Enterprise Partnership had 

recently agreed to contribute to improvements to the A259 between the River Arun and Goring-by-Sea. This had 

been possible because of Section 106 monies raised from the developments in Roundstone Lane. Cllr Bower was 
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hopeful work would have started by early 2018. The westbound slip road into East Preston at the junction of the 

A259 and A280 was part of the improvements. 

 

A new refuse contract had been agreed starting from April 2018. This retained a weekly collection for all 

putrescible waste and added a kerbside collection service for small electrical goods. Details of the latter service 

were not yet known.  

 

Cllr Bower reported on the increased housing numbers which are required to be included in the Arun Local Plan. 

Whilst not negating Neighbourhood Plans, this would have some impact upon Neighbourhood Plans which 

included housing numbers. (Clerk’s note: the East Preston Neighbourhood Plan did not contain any housing 

numbers.) Cllr Bower said he had been disappointed East Preston had not been represented at a Clerks Meeting 

held on 29th November.  

 

Cllr Bower believed West Sussex County Council (WSCC) was still set on not considering the Parish Council’s 

proposals for the Roundstone Level Crossing area (Full Council 18th May 2015, Minute 289/15, Resolution 0893) until after the 

improvements to the A259 had been made. He and Cllr Duijf could apply pressure though to WSCC via the Joint 

Eastern Arun Area Committee.  

 

Finally, District Cllr Clayden reported traffic to the ADC website had increased by 31% in the past year with a 

50% increase in e-form usage. The call centre was still handling 10,000 calls each year. ADC was also looking to 

host a drop-in training session for people wanting to make greater use of their smartphones and tablets.  

 

(District Cllrs Bower, Chapman and Clayden left the meeting at 19:30) 

 

 

871/16 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7TH NOVEMBER 2016 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 23rd November asking for comments by 25th November. No comments 

or suggestions had been received. 

 

1047 The Council RESOLVED unanimously the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the 

meeting that took place on 7th November 2016.  

 

 

872/16 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

The Clerk had circulated the following report to all members: 
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(Community Engagement Committee) Minutes 81/16 and 549/16 – Community Speed Watch – Cllr Kelly reported on 

the success of the A-boards which the Community Engagement Committee had purchased. Since these boards 

had been in use, the council’s Community Speed Watch team had not encountered a single piece of abuse from 

the public. So successful had these been, Sussex Police Sgt Pipkin was now advising all Community Speed 

Watch teams to invest in A-boards too. Cllr Kelly further reported there were now five Community Speed Watch 

teams within the Arun District whereas there had only been the East Preston team when it was set up in 2013. As 

this made borrowing the Sussex Police speed gun almost impossible, he thanked the Community Engagement 

Committee for buying the council a speed gun, enabling the Community Speed Watch team to go out whenever it 

could.  

 

Minute 754/16 – Public Session – West Sussex County Council – the Clerk reported Mr Whitehouse had 

informed him County Cllr Evans had confirmed after the meeting on 7th November he would support Mr 

Whitehouse’s private Traffic Regulation Order request for parking restrictions in Station Road. However, as of 

the afternoon of this meeting, Mr Whitehouse had not received anything in writing from Cllr Evans.  

 

Cllr Duijf added this would be positively viewed by the WSCC Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee Highways & 

Transport sub-group. The Clerk clarified this would still need Cllr Evans’s agreement.  

 

Minute 756/16 – West Sussex County Council – the Clerk reported Mr Wintle had confirmed on the afternoon 

of this meeting he had not yet received a reply from Cllr Evans to his email of 22nd September. 

 

 

873/16 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for October 2016 had been distributed to Members in advance of the November meeting. The 

following report was circulated in advance of this meeting: 
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1048 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2016/17, 

value £14,616.54.  

 

1049 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the outstanding Supplier Invoices Late Payments 

report for September 2016, value £118.49.  

 

1050 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier Invoices Paid report for October 2016 of 

£13,998.51 including VAT.  

 

1051 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank 

report, showing £248,332.19 net for the financial year ending 31st March 2017.  

 

 

874/16 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for November 2016 had been distributed to Members in advance of the November meeting. No 

questions were forthcoming.  

 

1052 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2016/17, 

value £10,943.23.  

 

1053 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier Invoices Paid report for November 2016 of 

£22,931.40 including VAT.  

 

1054 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank 

report, showing £250,866.83 net for the financial year ending 31st March 2017.  

 

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliation to 14th November 2016.  

 

The council NOTED the 2016/17 Budget Summary to date without comment. 

 

 

875/16 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Nothing was added. 

 

 

876/16 AMENITIES COMMITTEE – VILLAGE GREEN CAR-PARK 
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The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

 
 

Points which emerged during the discussion about this item included: 

 

- Fines would go to One Parking Solution with 10% coming to the Parish Council; 

- One Parking Solution would likely visit the site at least twice a day; 

- Overnight charges would be £1 for 6pm to 8am; 

- There was a possible technical problem with offering a small amount of free parking. 

 

1055 The council RESOLVED not to accept an amendment to charge equally for all spaces rather than 

provide disabled parking free of charge.   

 

1056 The council RESOLVED to publish an article in the Winter 2017 newsletter advising the public the 

council was “considering a proposal to improve parking provision…”.  
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In the meantime, the Amenities Committee will talk again with One Parking Solution about the possibilities of a 

machine which could offer a small amount of free parking. The Amenities Committee was scheduled to meet 

again in January at which it could decide the content of the article to be included in the Winter 2017 newsletter. It 

would also consider a suggestion parking permits could be issued to local residents to save them the 

inconvenience of regularly finding change for the ticket machine; this would be on the understanding a permit did 

not guarantee someone the right to a parking space.  

 

(Mrs Amoo left the meeting during this item.) 

 

 

877/16 AUDIT & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE – COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

 
 

1057 The council RESOLVED to amend the membership of the Audit & Governance Committee so the 

Chairmen of the Amenities and Finance & General Purposes Committees were automatically members of 

the Audit & Governance Committee.   

 

 

878/16 WORKING PARTIES 

 

Members NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Tester advised the Community Engagement Committee had agreed there would be a Christmas Celebrations 

event on 25th November 2017. Cllr Tester thanked everyone who had helped on the day, councillors, staff and 
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community volunteers. Personally, she had walked over seven miles during the day. The continued success of the 

event depends upon having an increased number of volunteers in the right places at the right times.  

 

Cllr Linton thanked the Collage Reinstatement Campaign for providing comments on the council’s lease with the 

East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation and said she wanted to arrange a further meeting of the 

Millennium Wall-hanging Working Party soon.  

 

 

879/16 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his report.  

 

 

880/16 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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881/16 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

Nothing was added.   

 

 

882/16 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (9TH JANUARY) 

 

Nothing new was suggested.     

 

The Chairman closed the meeting wishing all councillors, officers and public a Happy Christmas.  

 

 

The meeting concluded at 20:10. 
 

 

Chairman: ……Cllr Joop Duijf………..   Date:    9th January 2017   

 
END 


